Allergy topics for dental practitioners.
Penicillin allergy, local anesthetic hypersensitivity, latex allergy, contact hypersensitivity, and anaphylaxis are among the allergic reactions encountered in dental practice. This article reviews the literature pertaining to these important areas of overlap between dentistry and allergy/immunology. The epidemiology, diagnosis, and management of penicillin allergy as it relates to dentistry are reviewed. The relevant literature regarding local anesthetic and latex hypersensitivity is discussed. In addition, the presentation, evaluation, and management of contact hypersensitivity, including that to metals, are addressed. Recognition and appropriate treatment of anaphylaxis also are reviewed. This article will help dentists understand potential areas of comanagement with allergists/immunologists to optimize patient care.